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93-302
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
EIU TO HOST CHINESE EDUCATORS

CHARLESTON, IL--Eastern Illinois University will host the
head of one of the two most prominent universities in Beijing,
China, who will be on campus next week to explore exchange
opportunities between the two universities and gather information
about EIU's academic programs.
Huijian Fang, vice president of the Board of Trustees and
acting president of Tsinghua University in Beijing, China, will
be on the Eastern campus Nov. 1 and 4 to gain insight into higher
education in the United States.
The immediate past president of Tsinghua University, Xiaowen
Zhang, is currently serving as the new Chinese Minister of
Education .
Fang will be joined by three colleagues from Tsinghua
University: Yilin Hou, assistant chair of the English department;
Tai Lin, chair of the social science department and an adviser to
the Hong Kong government responsible for training officials to be
prepared for Hong Kong's takeover by the People's Republic of
China in 1997; and Meixun Liu, assistant chair of the social
science department and an economics expert who has widely
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CHINESE EUCATORS

ADD 1/1/1/1

addressed the issue of whether Capitalism can survive under
Communistic leadership.
The delegation will also include Mujin Zhang from the
Chinese Consulate General in Chicago and his wife, Pan Zhang.
Eastern faculty, staff, students and members of the local
community are invited to meet informally with the Chinese delegation at an International Student Services-sponsored reception
from 9 to 11 a.m. Thursday, Nov. 4, in the Schahrer Room in
Eastern ' s University Union.
During their visit at Eastern, the delegation will speak to
classes and hold workshops and discussion sessions with faculty
members and students from the College of Education and Professional studies, Lumpkin College of Business and Applied Sciences
and economics and history departments. They will also meet with
Eastern Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs Barbara
Hill and academic deans.
Some of these discussions will focus on developing opportunities for faculty and student exchanges between the two universities in fields where mutual cooperation is feasible and to
examine Eastern's academic programs to determine how similar
programs could be developed at the Chinese university.
Fang's group also visited the Illinois General Assembly and
addressed the Senate on Oct. 28.
Other activities planned for the Chinese delegation include
a visit to a local farm, tour of the Mattoon Journal-Gazette and
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CHINESE EDUCATORS

meetings with community leaders.
Th ey also have been invited to t h e University of I l l i nois at
Urbana- Champaign, University of Chicago, Northwestern University,
Washington University in st. Louis and Purdue University.
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